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MBNMS Research Activity Panel 
Meeting Summary 

March 13, 2026 
 
 

Host: Mara Orescanin – Physical Oceanography (Naval Postgraduate School) 
 
Location: Virtual Meeting 
 
Date:  Friday, March 13, 2026; 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 
RAP Members: 

Present Discipline Member  Name Institution 

X Research Coordinator  DeVogelaere, Andrew Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

X Biological Oceanography primary Ruhl, Henry Central and Northern California Ocean Observing System 

 Biological Oceanography alternate Kudela, Raphael University of California, Santa Cruz 

X Deep-Sea Environment primary Cailliet, Greg Moss Landing Marine Laboratories (retired) 

 Deep-Sea Environment alternate Haddock, Steve Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute 

X Estuarine Environment primary O’Connor, Kevin Central Coast Wetlands Group 

 Estuarine Environment alternate Wasson, Kerstin Elkhorn Slough NERR and Foundation 

X Fisheries primary Owens, Brian California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 Fisheries alternate   

 Marine & Coastal Geology primary Wagner, Amy California State University, Sacramento 

 Marine & Coastal Geology alternate   

X Marine Conservation Biology primary Weigel, Brooke Hopkins Marine Station 

 Marine Conservation Biology alternate Micheli, Fiorenza Hopkins Marine Station 

X Nearshore Environment primary Southall, Brandon Southall Environmental Associates, Inc. 

 Nearshore Environment alternate Carr, Mark University of California, Santa Cruz 

X Physical Oceanography primary Orescanin, Mara Naval Postgraduate School 

 Physical Oceanography alternate Connolly, Tom Moss Landing Marine Laboratories 

 Shelf & Slope Environment primary Lindholm, James California State University, Monterey Bay 

 Shelf & Slope Environment alternate Hazen, Elliott NOAA Fisheries  

X Social Sciences primary Pomeroy, Carrie University of California, Santa Cruz 

 Social Sciences alternate Scorse, Jason Middlebury Institute of International Studies 

X Water Quality primary Hunt, John University of California, Davis 

 Water Quality alternate Melwani, Aroon Applied Marine Sciences, Inc. 

*Sanctuary Advisory Council Member: Research (Primary) – tbd May 2026 
†Sanctuary Advisory Council Member: Research (Alternate) – tbd May 2026 

 
RAP Coordinator:  
Erica Burton – Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
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Guests: 
Name Institution 

Ahn, Abby  

Burns, Robert West Virginia University 

Ivens-Duran, Morgan California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Kumaishi, Grace Cardinal Points Captains, Inc. in support of CINMS 

Viren, Paige CSUMB and Sanctuary Advisory Council 

 
CONSENT ITEMS 
Introductions/Modifications to the Agenda (Brandon Southall) 

• New RAP member, Brooke Weigel (Hopkins Marine Station), introduced herself.  
She is the primary representative for discipline Marine Conservation Biology. 

• Sanctuary Advisory Council (AC) member recruitment process is ongoing; 
members will be sworn-in at May 15th AC meeting, including Research seats (aka 
RAP chair and vice-chair); 3-year terms expired in February; thank you to 
Brandon for spanning the gap and leading the meeting today. 

 
HOST PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION  
Naval Postgraduate School Research Activities within Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary (Mara Orescanin) 

• Mara provided comprehensive overview of Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) 
scientists conducting research in MBNMS (~17), representing three 
Departments: Oceanography, Meteorology, and Physics. 

• Research topics include:  
o nearshore/estuarine processes (including Carmel River and Pajaro River 

Estuary comparison; rocky shores experiment & simulations);  
o seafloor acoustics;  
o soundscape acoustics (including SanctSound);  
o basin scale acoustics;  
o ocean power technologies (OPT) buoy;  
o acoustic vector sensing;  
o air-sea interaction; and  
o marine atmospheric boundary layer (electromagnetic and electro-optical 

wave propagation). 

• For more information, contact Mara Orescanin. 
 
ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE 
Summary of January and February Advisory Council Meetings (Brandon Southall)  

• Brandon provided brief summary of two Advisory Council meetings. 

• Meeting agendas available online, and meeting summaries are available upon 
request (AC Coordinator: robbin.porter@noaa.gov). 

 
SANCTUARY RESEARCH UPDATE  
Wildlife Viewing Socioeconomic Monitoring: California National Marine Sanctuaries 
(Robert Burns / West Virginia University) 

https://montereybay.noaa.gov/sac/sacma.html
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• Robert Burns, non-economic social scientist, provided overview of recently 
initiated wildlife viewing surveys in California national marine sanctuaries, 
including MBNMS. 

• His team plans to collect 600+ completed surveys along California coast. 

• Random stratified sampling process began mid-February, including surveys on 
vessels and dock sites, seven days per week. 

• These surveys are part of larger effort to understand visitation and use in NMS. 

• Timeline: one year of data collection; one year of analysis and reporting, 
expected June 2027. 

 
SANCTUARY RESEARCH UPDATES 
June 2026 FSV Bell M. Shimada Research Cruise to Davidson Seamount (Erica 
Burton)  

• Erica provided overview of June 2026 cruise, and call for interest in NOAA white 
ship collaborative use; project lead is Chad King (MBNMS). 

• MBNMS applied for, and received, 10 days at sea aboard NOAA Ship Bell M. 
Shimada, June 10-20, 2026, at Davidson Seamount. 

• Point Blue Conservation Science observers will conduct visual surveys along 
fixed transects for marine mammal and seabird abundance and distribution, 
above and adjacent to Davidson Seamount. 

• We will collect underway acoustic data with EK 80 to estimate zooplankton and 
ichthyoplankton biomass. 

• We will collect CTD profiles at predetermined stations, and collect water for 
eDNA (in collaboration with MBARI). 

• MBNMS staff is interested in collaborative projects for future ship time. 

• ACTION: If RAP members (or institutions), are interested in June 2026, or future, 
cruises on NOAA white ships, contact Chad.King@noaa.gov (cc: Andrew or 
Erica). 

 
Hot Off the Press: News You Can Use (Andrew DeVogelaere and Erica Burton) 

➢ Prioritizing Kelp Beds for Restoration and Monitoring 
o Sea Grant Fellow, Mel Ashley, completed oral surveys with stakeholders 

on priority kelp beds; and recently provided presentations to RAP (June 
2025) and Advisory Council (Feb 2026). 

o Mel is working on a technical report. 
o Thanks to RAP for their contributions. 

➢ Groundfish Exclusion Area at Sur Ridge 
o As of January 12th, Sur Ridge area is now a Groundfish Exclusion Area for 

coral research and restoration, in response to the grounding of YFD-70 
dry dock at Pioneer Canyon; regulation implemented by NOAA Fisheries. 

o The purpose of this action is to close the Sur Ridge site within MBNMS to 
commercial groundfish bottom contact gear in order to protect future deep-
sea coral research and restoration projects from the impact of fishing gear. 

o MBNMS staff is initiating restoration project, and will keep RAP informed. 
➢ Groundfish Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Review  

https://www.omao.noaa.gov/marine-operations/ships/bell-m-shimada
https://www.omao.noaa.gov/marine-operations/ships/bell-m-shimada
https://www.pointblue.org/
mailto:Chad.King@noaa.gov
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/amendment-34-pacific-coast-groundfish-fishery-management-plan-groundfish-exclusion-area
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/about/deep-sea-coral-research-restoration.html
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/about/deep-sea-coral-research-restoration.html
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o Pacific Fisheries Management Council posted an announcement on their 
Habitat web page ("Groundfish Essential Fish Habitat Data Preparation 
Technical Assistance"), and NOAA Fisheries staff asked MBNMS staff to 
share with RAP.  

o Erica shared information with RAP on 1/27/26 (email). 
o ACTION: Please review the linked document (technical assistance), and 

consider any relevant data sets or publications you have that may 
contribute to the upcoming review (e.g., seafloor substrate, and deep-sea 
corals and sponges); which may require additional processing time to be 
used during the review. 

o MBNMS staff will continue to inform RAP of upcoming groundfish EFH 
review process. 

➢ Removal of Sunken Vessels or Other Debris 
o MBNMS office received funding to remove derelict, abandoned, grounded, 

sunken and discarded objects, following the grounding of YFD-70 dry 
dock. 

o ACTION: If RAP members (or institutions) have location information of 
known sunken objects, in relatively accessible or shallow water, contact 
Andrew DeVogelaere. 

 
ED RICKETTS AWARD  
2026 Ed Ricketts Award and Lecture Update 

• Erica provided brief update on process; RAP member voting in progress.  

• ACTION: RAP member votes due to Erica by COB 3/16/2026. 
 
QUICK UPDATES ON NEW HIRES AT INSTITUTIONS, AND FACILITY UPDATES  

• No decisions or actions 
 
SUGGESTED FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

• Monterey Bay living shorelines (requested by K.O’Connor) 

• Monitoring framework for offshore wind (requested by B.Southall) 

• Seafloor mining – research and policy (requested by J.Hunt) 
 
 

https://www.pcouncil.org/managed_fishery/habitat/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2026/01/groundfish-essential-fish-habitat-data-preparation-technical-assistance.pdf/
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/about/deep-sea-coral-research-restoration.html
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/about/deep-sea-coral-research-restoration.html
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********************************************************************************************** 
Running List of Future Agenda Items 
 
MBNMS PRIORITIES (FY23-FY27) 

• CHANGING OCEAN CONDITIONS 

• ICONIC KELP FOREST 
o Student Capstone on Human Dimension on kelp restoration at Tankers 

Reef at Monterey and Caspar Cove at Mendocino (C.Pomeroy) 
o Advisory Council Diving representative (Keith Rootsaert) would like to 

present on kelp restoration efforts 
o CDFW kelp management by Dr. Kristen Elsmore (B.Owens willing to 

invite) 

• MARINE DEBRIS 

• WHALE CONSERVATION / WILDLIFE DISTURBANCE 
o Update on seal bomb issue (requested by J.Scorse) 

 
OTHER TOPICS OF RAP INTEREST 

• OFFSHORE WIND UPDATES:  
o Updates on offshore wind energy (requested by J.Scorse) 
o Offshore wind energy and mapping fishing grounds (requested by 

C.Pomeroy) 
o “Winds of Change” and/or summary of briefings at CA Coastal 

Commission, including risk assessment and effects of wind deployments 
on upwelling (Brandon Southall, Grace Chang, Kaus Ragukhumar) 

• Groundfish Essential Fish Habitat Review 2025/2026 

• Update on completion of 4-year EPA grant, lower Salinas Valley and Pajaro 
River (requested by K.O’Connor). 

• Contaminants and impaired water bodies (J.Hunt, A.Melwani) 

• New publication and monitoring update of Moss Landing Battery Fire (invite 
Ivano Aiello) 

• Pesticide impacts in Monterey Bay (invite Logan Pallin/UCSC) 
********************************************************************************************** 

2026 RAP Meeting Schedule 
(Quarterly meetings, 2nd Friday of month) 
 

Date Host / Research Update Location 

Mar. 13 Orescanin virtual 

Jun. 12 O’Connor Moss Landing Marine Labs / hybrid 

Sep. 11 Micheli Hopkins Marine Station / hybrid 

Dec. 11 tbd  

 


