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MBNMS Research Activity Panel
Meeting Summary
March 14, 2025

Hosts: Kevin O’Connor
Estuarine Ecology (Central Coast Wetlands Group)

Location:  Moss Landing Marine Laboratories - Seminar Room
8272 Moss Landing Road
Moss Landing, CA 95039

Virtual access made available

Date: Friday, March 14, 2025; 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
RAP Members:
Present| Discipline Member | Name Institution

X Research Coordinator DeVogelaere, Andrew | Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary

X Biological Oceanography primary Ruhl, Henry Central and Northern California Ocean Observing System
Biological Oceanography alternate | Kudela, Raphael University of California, Santa Cruz

X Deep-Sea Environment primary Cailliet, Greg Moss Landing Marine Laboratories (retired)

X Deep-Sea Environment alternate | Haddock, Stevet Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute

X Estuarine Environment primary O’Connor, Kevin Central Coast Wetlands Group
Estuarine Environment alternate | Wasson, Kerstin Elkhorn Slough NERR and Foundation
Fisheries primary Lindley, Steve NOAA Fisheries Service

X Fisheries alternate | Owens, Brian California Department of Fish and Wildlife

X Marine & Coastal Geology primary | Wagner, Amy California State University, Sacramento
Marine & Coastal Geology alternate
Marine Conservation Biology | primary Goldbogen, Jeremy Hopkins Marine Station
Marine Conservation Biology | alternate | Micheli, Fiorenza Hopkins Marine Station

X Nearshore Environment primary Southall, Brandon* Southall Environmental Associates, Inc.
Nearshore Environment alternate | Carr, Mark University of California, Santa Cruz

X Physical Oceanography primary Orescanin, Mara Naval Postgraduate School
Physical Oceanography alternate | Connolly, Tom Moss Landing Marine Laboratories
Shelf & Slope Environment primary Lindholm, James California State University, Monterey Bay
Shelf & Slope Environment alternate | Hazen, Elliott NOAA Fisheries

X Social Sciences primary Pomeroy, Carrie University of California, Santa Cruz
Social Sciences alternate | Scorse, Jason Middlebury Institute of International Studies
Water Quality primary Hunt, John University of California, Davis

X Water Quality alternate | Melwani, Aroon Applied Marine Sciences, Inc.

*Sanctuary Advisory Council Member: Research (Primary)
TSanctuary Advisory Council Member: Research (Alternate)

RAP Coordinator:
Erica Burton — Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary




3.14.25_RAP_summary.docx

Guests:
Name Institution
Aiello, lvano Moss Landing Marine Laboratories

Ashley, Melissa (Mel)

California Sea Grant Fellow (MBNMS)

Boutros, Alexandra (Ali)

Central and Northern California Ocean Observing System

Brown, Jennifer

ECOS Consulting, LLC

Dekens, Petra

Moss Landing Marine Laboratories

Garcia, Karla Garibay

Monterey Bay Aquarium

Grimmer, Karen

MBNMS

Heim, Wes

Marine Pollution Studies Lab

Porter, Robbin

MBNMS (via Lynker)

Ramos, Krystle

MPA Collaborative Network

Wooninck, Lisa

MBNMS

CONSENT ITEMS
Introductions/Modifications to the Agenda (Erica Burton)

HOST PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION
Moss Landing Marine Laboratories Institution Update (Petra Dekens/MLML Executive

Director)

e Petra provided an update on recent and current lab activities and developments,
including:
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Brief history of the lab
Recent change in lab leadership (San Jose State University; CSU
consortium does not exist anymore)
Transition from CSU consortium to Advisory Council
Fast-growing research enterprise

= >450 active research projects with $230 million funding

» Second largest in research spending in CSU system

» SJSU research enterprise grew >53% over past four years
Facilities and infrastructure
Current and future projects

= Joint PhD degree with UC Santa Cruz

= Strategic Planning

= Building an Advisory Council structure

» Feasibility studies
Replace floating dock
Prepare for sea level rise
Increase capacity at wharf (Del Mar property)
New marine operations building (at old firehouse)
Expanded aquaculture facility

e For more information, see: Moss Landing Marine Laboratories.

ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE
Summary of February Advisory Council Meeting (Brandon Southall and Steve Haddock)
¢ Brandon and Steve provided summary updates on: RAP engagement with the
new west coast regional administrator, new MBNMS building construction, and



https://mlml.sjsu.edu/
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informational presentations on the collapse of a portion of the Santa Cruz pier
and the recent Moss Landing fire.

For full meeting minutes, see MBNMS Advisory Council Meeting Agendas and
Minutes.

QUICK UPDATES ON NEW HIRES AT INSTITUTIONS, AND FACILITY UPDATES

No decisions or actions.

INFORMATION ITEM
Pacific Coast Groundfish Essential Fish Habitat Review (Erica Burton)

NOAA Fisheries staff notified MBNMS staff of upcoming Pacific Coast
Groundfish Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Review by Pacific Fisheries
Management Council, occurring as early as 2025, but more likely during 2027,
and requested any new or updated benthic habitat data sets (e.g., mapping,
imagery) that may inform upcoming groundfish EFH review process.

Pacific Fisheries Management Council has yet to agendize Groundfish EFH
Review on 2025 meeting calendar.

MBNMS staff will provide future updates to the RAP, and may request data
sets/layers that may inform the process.

PRESENTATION REQUESTED BY RAP
Moss Landing Battery Fire Monitoring Efforts (Karen Grimmer, Wes Heim, Ivano Aiello)

Speakers provided information on their involvement in the battery fire monitoring
response, primarily their role on the biota monitoring subgroup.
Karen Grimmer (Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary) provided update on
the following:
o Timeline of events
o Various monitoring subgroups (air, soil, drinking water, and biota)
o How the sanctuary and NOAA Office of Law Enforcement are involved
o Upcoming ad hoc meeting of the Sanctuary Advisory Council (early/mid-
April)
o RAP are welcome to attend ad hoc meeting
Wes Heim (Marine Pollution Studies Lab) provided update on the following:
o Sampling efforts, include (but not limited to):
= Biota at Elkhorn Slough (incl. Hester Marsh, Kirby Park, Whistle
Stop, and others)
= Stormwater and sediment grabs in nearby creeks
»  Water and sediment cores in main channel of Slough (transects)
o Analyses include measures of total metals and speciation
Ivano Aiello (Moss Landing Marine Laboratories) provided update on the
following:
o Primarily working on heavy metals in soils at Hester Marsh
o Holds existing baseline data for 2-3 years for comparison
In the last two months an enormous amount of data have been collected.
Analysis is expensive, and funding will be needed.
Monitoring activities will continue.


https://montereybay.noaa.gov/sac/sacma.html
https://montereybay.noaa.gov/sac/sacma.html
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ED RICKETTS AWARD - CLOSED SESSION
e Erica provided update on award criteria revisions, and announced the call for

2025 nominations.

e ACTION: Erica will send email request to all RAP members for 2025 Ricketts
Award nominations.

e ACTION: Erica will schedule ad hoc RAP meeting in ~April (virtual) to discuss
nominations.

SUGGESTED FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
e Update on CDFW black abalone monitoring (Brian Owens)
e June host (virtual): Aroon Melwani offered to provide host update; RAP accepted.
e December host: Brandon Southall offered to host meeting at Community
Foundation Santa Cruz County (Aptos); RAP accepted.
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RUNNING LIST OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

MBNMS PRIORITIES (FY23-FY27)
e CHANGING OCEAN CONDITIONS
e ICONIC KELP FOREST
o Student Capstone on Human Dimension on kelp restoration at Tankers
Reef at Monterey and Caspar Cove at Mendocino (suggested by
C.Pomeroy)
o Keith Rootsaert (Diving representative on Advisory Council) would like to
present on kelp restoration efforts
o CDFW kelp management by Dr. Kristen Elsmore (B.Owens willing to
invite)
e MARINE DEBRIS
e WHALE CONSERVATION / WILDLIFE DISTURBANCE
o Update on seal bomb issue (requested by J.Scorse)

OTHER TOPICS OF RAP INTEREST
e WATER QUALITY UPDATES:

o Trends in Benthic Community Composition in Monterey Bay: 2001 — 2020;
20-year time series of water and sediment quality monitoring by CCLEAN
(requested by J.Hunt)

e Update on red abalone recovery plan (per B.Owens)
e Groundfish Essential Fish Habitat Review 2025 (June meeting)
e Suggestions from public (Robert Behl)

o Lessons learned from MBA’s exhibit “Into The Deep”

o New Naval Innovation Center building at NPS (How might the facility and
the research/development facilitate local marine science?)

o Tour of MBARI's R/V David Packard
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2025 RAP Meeting Schedule
(Quarterly meetings, 2" Friday of month)

Date Host / Research Update | Location

Mar. 14 O’Connor MLML

Jun. 13 Melwani virtual

Sep. 12

Dec. 12 | Southall Community Foundation Santa Cruz County
(Aptos)




