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MBNMS Research Activity Panel 
Meeting Agenda 

December 12, 2025 
 

Host: Brandon Southall – Nearshore Environment (Southall Environmental 
Associates, Inc.) 

 
Location: Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (Pacific Forum) 
  7700 Sandholdt Road 
  Moss Landing, CA   

 
Virtual option: information available upon request 
(erica.burton@noaa.gov) 

 
Date:  Friday, December 12, 2025; 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 
RAP Members: 

Discipline Member  Name Institution 

Research Coordinator  DeVogelaere, Andrew Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

Biological Oceanography primary Ruhl, Henry Central and Northern California Ocean Observing System 

Biological Oceanography alternate Kudela, Raphael University of California, Santa Cruz 

Deep-Sea Environment primary Cailliet, Greg Moss Landing Marine Laboratories (retired) 

Deep-Sea Environment alternate Haddock, Steve† Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute 

Estuarine Environment primary O’Connor, Kevin Central Coast Wetlands Group 

Estuarine Environment alternate Wasson, Kerstin Elkhorn Slough NERR and Foundation 

Fisheries primary   

Fisheries alternate Owens, Brian California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Marine & Coastal Geology primary Wagner, Amy California State University, Sacramento 

Marine & Coastal Geology alternate   

Marine Conservation Biology primary   

Marine Conservation Biology alternate Micheli, Fiorenza Hopkins Marine Station 

Nearshore Environment primary Southall, Brandon* Southall Environmental Associates, Inc. 

Nearshore Environment alternate Carr, Mark University of California, Santa Cruz 

Physical Oceanography primary Orescanin, Mara Naval Postgraduate School 

Physical Oceanography alternate Connolly, Tom Moss Landing Marine Laboratories 

Shelf & Slope Environment primary Lindholm, James California State University, Monterey Bay 

Shelf & Slope Environment alternate Hazen, Elliott NOAA Fisheries  

Social Sciences primary Pomeroy, Carrie University of California, Santa Cruz 

Social Sciences alternate Scorse, Jason Middlebury Institute of International Studies 

Water Quality primary Hunt, John University of California, Davis 

Water Quality alternate Melwani, Aroon Applied Marine Sciences, Inc. 

*Sanctuary Advisory Council Member: Research (Primary) 
†Sanctuary Advisory Council Member: Research (Alternate) 

 
RAP Coordinator:  
Erica Burton – Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary  
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CONSENT ITEMS 
9:00 – 9:10 Introductions/Modifications to the Agenda (Brandon Southall) 
 
HOST PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION  
9:10 – 10:10 Local Research Partnerships for Novel Studies of Movement, 

Diving Behavior, and Foraging Ecology of Deep-Diving Cetaceans 
➢ Brandon Southall (SEA, UCSC) 
➢ Logan Palin (UCSC) 
➢ Ari Friedlaender (UCSC, SEA) 
➢ Dave Cade (Hopkins Marine Station) 
➢ Kelly Benoit-Bird, John Ryan, Will Oestreich (MBARI)  

• Presentation (50 min)  

• RAP Discussion (10 min) 
 
ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE 
10:10 – 10:30 Advisory Council Recruitment: Research Seats 

• Presentation (5 min)  

• RAP Discussion (15 min) 
  
BREAK: 10:30 – 10:45 
 
SANCTUARY RESEARCH UPDATE 
10:45 – 11:15 Sanctuary Watch: Preview of the MBNMS Condition Tracking Tool 

(Jennifer Brown / ECOS Consulting, LLC, and Team) 

• Presentation (20 min)  

• RAP Discussion (10 min) 
 
ED RICKETTS AWARD  
11:15 – 11:25 2025 Ed Ricketts Award and Lecture Update (Erica Burton) 

• Presentation (5 min)  

• RAP Discussion (5 min) 
 
QUICK UPDATES ON NEW HIRES AT INSTITUTIONS, AND FACILITY UPDATES  
11:25– 11:40  RAP Discussion (15 min) 
 
SUGGESTED FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
11:40 – 11:50 RAP Discussion (10 min) 
 
GROUP PHOTO: RAP MEMBERS 
11:50 – 12:00 RAP Assembly (10 min) 
 
ADJOURN: 12:00 
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********************************************************************************************** 
Running List of Future Agenda Items 
 
MBNMS PRIORITIES (FY23-FY27) 

• CHANGING OCEAN CONDITIONS 

• ICONIC KELP FOREST 
o Student Capstone on Human Dimension on kelp restoration at Tankers 

Reef at Monterey and Caspar Cove at Mendocino (C.Pomeroy) 
o Advisory Council Diving representative (Keith Rootsaert) would like to 

present on kelp restoration efforts 
o CDFW kelp management by Dr. Kristen Elsmore (B.Owens willing to 

invite) 

• MARINE DEBRIS 

• WHALE CONSERVATION / WILDLIFE DISTURBANCE 
o Update on seal bomb issue (requested by J.Scorse) 

 
OTHER TOPICS OF RAP INTEREST 

• OFFSHORE WIND UPDATES:  
o Updates on offshore wind energy (requested by J.Scorse) 
o Offshore wind energy and mapping fishing grounds (requested by 

C.Pomeroy) 
o “Winds of Change” and/or summary of briefings at CA Coastal 

Commission, including risk assessment and effects of wind deployments 
on upwelling (Brandon Southall, Grace Chang, Kaus Ragukhumar) 

• Groundfish Essential Fish Habitat Review 2025/2026 

• New Naval Innovation Center building at NPS 

• Monitoring to understand impacts where Monterey Bay water quality is impaired 
(per Lisa Wooninck, Superintendent). 

• Update on completion of 4-year EPA grant, lower Salinas Valley and Pajaro 
River (per Kevin O’Connor). 

 
********************************************************************************************* 

 
2026 RAP Meeting Schedule 
(Quarterly meetings, 2nd Friday of month) 
 

Date Host / Research Update Location 

Mar. 13   

Jun. 12   

Sep. 11   

Dec. 11   

 


