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MBNMS Research Activity Panel 
Meeting Summary 

September 13, 2024 
 
Host: John Hunt 

Water Quality (University of California, Davis) 
 
Location: Virtual Meeting  

(information available upon request; erica.burton@noaa.gov) 
 
Date:  Friday, September 13, 2024; 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 
RAP Members: 
 

present Discipline Member  Name Institution 

X Research Coordinator  DeVogelaere, Andrew Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

 Biological Oceanography primary Ruhl, Henry Central and Northern California Ocean Observing System 

 Biological Oceanography alternate Kudela, Raphael University of California, Santa Cruz 

X Deep-Sea Environment primary Cailliet, Greg Moss Landing Marine Laboratories (retired) 

X Deep-Sea Environment alternate Haddock, Steve† Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute 

 Estuarine Environment primary   

 Estuarine Environment alternate Wasson, Kerstin Elkhorn Slough NERR and Foundation 

 Fisheries primary Lindley, Steve NOAA Fisheries Service 

X Fisheries alternate Owens, Brian California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 Marine & Coastal Geology primary Wagner, Amy California State University, Sacramento 

X Marine & Coastal Geology alternate   

 Marine Conservation Biology primary Goldbogen, Jeremy Hopkins Marine Station 

 Marine Conservation Biology alternate Micheli, Fiorenza Hopkins Marine Station 

X Nearshore Environment primary Southall, Brandon* Southall Environmental Associates, Inc. 

X Nearshore Environment alternate Carr, Mark University of California, Santa Cruz 

X Physical Oceanography primary Orescanin, Mara Naval Postgraduate School 

X Physical Oceanography alternate Connolly, Tom Moss Landing Marine Laboratories 

 Shelf & Slope Environment primary Lindholm, James California State University, Monterey Bay 

X Shelf & Slope Environment alternate Hazen, Elliott NOAA Fisheries  

X Social Sciences primary Pomeroy, Carrie University of California, Santa Cruz 

 Social Sciences alternate Scorse, Jason Middlebury Institute of International Studies 

X Water Quality primary Hunt, John University of California, Davis 

X Water Quality alternate Melwani, Aroon Applied Marine Sciences, Inc. 

*Sanctuary Advisory Council Member: Research (Primary) 
†Sanctuary Advisory Council Member: Research (Alternate) 

  
 
RAP Coordinator:  
Erica Burton – Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
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Guests: 
Name Institution 

Brown, Jennifer ECOS Consulting, LLC 

Crandall, Greg MBNMS Advisory Council 

Mohn, Libby California Sea Grant Fellow (MBNMS) 

O’Connor, Kevin Central Coast Wetlands Group 

Porter, Robbin Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

Smith, Joshua Monterey Bay Aquarium 

 
CONSENT ITEMS 
Introductions/Modifications to the Agenda (Brandon Southall) 

• RAP members and guests introduced themselves, including three new RAP 
members: 

o Tom Connolly, Physical Oceanographer, Moss Landing Marine 
Laboratories 

o Elliott Hazen, Research Ecologist, NOAA Fisheries 
o Aroon Melwani, Senior Scientist, Applied Marine Sciences, Inc.  

 
IN REMEMBRANCE 
Honoring Ross Clark 

• RAP member Ross Clark passed away suddenly on August 5, 2024. 

• RAP members and guests shared their thoughts on Ross’s contributions to 
regional and sanctuary-related research, and his connections to the research 
community. 

• Obituary available online (Santa Cruz Sentinel).  

• Celebration of Life will be held Saturday November 16 at Cocoanut Grove, Santa 
Cruz (details will be available at https://rossclark.muchloved.com/). 

 
HOST PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION  
The Monterey Bay Area’s Climate Resilience Regional Challenge Grant (John Hunt) 

• John provided overview of NOAA Climate Resilience Regional Challenge Grant 
($575M nationwide competition), funded by the Inflation Reduction Act signed by 
President Biden in August 2022. 

• The grant focuses on collaborative projects that increase the resilience of coastal 
communities facing climate impacts. 

• California Marine Sanctuary Foundation (CMSF team) submitted proposal, 
“Regional Adaptation for Climate Resilience of Monterey Bay Coastal 
Communities,” with project goal to enhance resilience of coastal communities in 
the Monterey Bay region in the face of sea level rise, storm surge, river flooding, 
and wildfires. 

• CMSF received $71.1 million for Monterey Bay region proposal. 

• CMSF is hiring 3 full-time positions:  
o Climate Resilience Grant Manager  
o Monterey Bay Climate Adaptation Action Network (MBCAAN) Coordinator  
o Senior Grant Accounting Specialist 

• For more information, see CMSF website. 
 

https://www.santacruzsentinel.com/obituaries/ross-parker-clark-iv-santa-cruz-ca/
https://rossclark.muchloved.com/
https://www.californiamsf.org/our-job-openings
https://www.californiamsf.org/climateresilience
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ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE 
Summary of August Advisory Council Meeting (Brandon Southall)  

• For full meeting minutes, see: https://montereybay.noaa.gov/sac/sacma.html 
 
Advisory Council’s Kelp Working Group Update (Libby Mohn/Sea Grant Fellow) 

• Libby provided an update on the Advisory Council’s Kelp Working Group 
process, including MBNMS Superintendent’s response to advisory council’s Kelp 
Recommendations at August 16th Advisory Council meeting. 

• Kelp Action Plan Strategies include: 
1. Education and Outreach 
2. Agency Coordination and Project Streamlining 
3. Research and Monitoring 
4. Pursue Science-Based Kelp Restoration that Moves Beyond the Pilot 

Scale 
5. Engagement with Indigenous Peoples, Governments, and Tribes 
6. Support Kelp Plan Strategies 

• MBNMS Iconic Kelp Plan will continue to be finalized throughout the fall 2024. 
 
PRESENTATION REQUESTED BY RAP  
Sanctuary Futures Project: Climate refugia and bright spots for highly mobile species 
(Elliott Hazen) 

• New RAP member, Elliott Hazen, provided update on project that he is 
shepherding (not lead PI): “Projecting changes to habitat suitability and 
connectivity for predators and prey in California sanctuaries.” 

• This project will use existing downscaled climate projections to examine predator 
and prey species distributions across the U.S. West Coast and their connectivity 
among California marine sanctuaries in response to long-term climate change 
and climate events such as marine heatwaves.  

• The research will provide time-series indicators of species responses to climate 
change, which will be of considerable benefit to California NMS, NOAA/NMFS, 
and the broader scientific community and public. An improved understanding of 
how species will be affected by climate change will support sustainable resource 
management and functional NMS. 

• For more information on this and other Sanctuary Futures Projects see Climate 
Project Office web page. 

 
ED RICKETTS AWARD AND LECTURE  
2024 Ricketts Lecture & Criteria Subcommittee (Erica Burton)  

• Erica reminded RAP of upcoming Ricketts Award & Lecture event at the 
Sanctuary Exploration Center, Wednesday Sept. 25 at 6:00pm.   

• Dr. Dan Costa (UC Santa Cruz) will receive the award and provide lecture. 

• Ricketts Award & Lecture information available at: Ricketts web page.  

• For 2025 and beyond, Ricketts Award criteria will be revised by newly formed 
RAP subcommittee (Hunt, Pomeroy, Southall, Wagner). Other RAP members are 
welcome to join. 

https://montereybay.noaa.gov/sac/sacma.html
https://montereybay.noaa.gov/sac/sacma.html
https://cpo.noaa.gov/improving-climate-understanding-and-information-for-marine-sanctuary-management-planning/
https://cpo.noaa.gov/improving-climate-understanding-and-information-for-marine-sanctuary-management-planning/
https://montereybay.noaa.gov/research/ricketts.html
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• ACTION: Subcommittee will meet once in October or November to revise criteria, 
and report back to the RAP at December meeting.   

 
RAP MEMBERSHIP 
RAP Member Terms (Erica Burton) 

• 3-year membership terms of nine members are expiring this fall. 

• All nine members are welcome to renew their membership. 

• ACTION: Erica will email individual members, offering to renew membership; and 
support letter from MBNMS Superintendent, if interested.  

 
QUICK UPDATES ON NEW HIRES AT INSTITUTIONS, AND FACILITY UPDATES  

• No decisions or actions 
 
SUGGESTED FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

• No new topics were suggested. 

• Superintendent suggested reorganizing list of running topics by MBNMS 
Priorities (FY23-FY27); suggested change reflected in list below. 

 
*********************************************************************** 
Running List of Future Agenda Items 
 
MBNMS PRIORITIES (FY23-FY27) 

• CLIMATE CHANGE 

• ICONIC KELP FOREST 
o Student Capstone on Human Dimension on kelp restoration at Tankers 

Reef at Monterey and Caspar Cove at Mendocino (suggested by 
C.Pomeroy) 

o Keith Rootsaert (Diving representative on Advisory Council) would like to 
present on kelp restoration efforts 

o CDFW kelp management by Dr. Kristen Elsmore (Brian Owens willing to 
invite) 

• MARINE DEBRIS 

• WHALE CONSERVATION / WILDLIFE DISTURBANCE 
o Update on seal bomb issue (requested by J.Scorse) 

 
OTHER TOPICS OF RAP INTEREST 

• WATER QUALITY UPDATES: 
o Trends in Benthic Community Composition in Monterey Bay: 2001 – 2020; 

20-year time series of water and sediment quality monitoring by CCLEAN 
(requested by J.Hunt) 

• SOCIAL SCIENCE TOPICS: 

• OFFSHORE WIND UPDATES:  
o Future updates on offshore wind energy (requested by J.Scorse) 
o More offshore wind energy and mapping fishing grounds (requested by 

C.Pomeroy) 
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o Could include recent “Winds of Change” and/or summary of upcoming 
briefings at CA Coastal Commission, including risk assessment and 
effects of wind deployments on upwelling (Brandon Southall, Grace 
Chang, Kaus Ragukhumar could be speakers) 

• Update on red abalone recovery plan (per B.Owens) 

• Suggestions from public (Robert Behl) 
o Lessons learned from MBA’s exhibit “Into The Deep”  
o New Naval Innovation Center building at NPS (How might the facility and 

the research/development facilitate local marine science?) 
o Tour of MBARI’s R/V David Packard 

 
*********************************************************************** 
2024 RAP Meeting Schedule  
(Quarterly meetings, 2nd Friday of month) 
 

Date Host / Research Update Location 

March 8 Micheli Virtual Meeting 

June 14 Scorse Virtual Meeting 

September 13 Hunt Virtual Meeting 

December 13 Southall / O’Connor MLML / Hybrid 

 


