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MBNMS Research Activity Panel 
Meeting Summary 

June 14, 2024 
 
Host: Jason Scorse 

Social Sciences (Middlebury Institute of International Studies) 
 
Location: Virtual Meeting  

(information available upon request; erica.burton@noaa.gov) 
 
Date:  Friday, June 14, 2024; 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 
RAP Members: 

present Discipline Member  Name Institution 

X Research Coordinator  DeVogelaere, Andrew Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

X Biological Oceanography primary Ruhl, Henry Central and Northern California Ocean Observing System 

 Biological Oceanography alternate Kudela, Raphael University of California, Santa Cruz 

X Deep-Sea Environment primary Cailliet, Greg Moss Landing Marine Laboratories (retired) 

 Deep-Sea Environment alternate Haddock, Steve† Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute 

X Estuarine Environment primary Clark, Ross Central Coast Wetlands Group 

 Estuarine Environment alternate Wasson, Kerstin Elkhorn Slough NERR and Foundation 

 Fisheries primary Lindley, Steve NOAA Fisheries Service 

X Fisheries alternate Owens, Brian California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 Marine & Coastal Geology primary   

X Marine & Coastal Geology alternate Wagner, Amy California State University, Sacramento 

 Marine Conservation Biology primary Goldbogen, Jeremy Hopkins Marine Station 

X Marine Conservation Biology alternate Micheli, Fiorenza Hopkins Marine Station 

X Nearshore Environment primary Southall, Brandon* Southall Environmental Associates, Inc. 

X Nearshore Environment alternate Carr, Mark University of California, Santa Cruz 

 Physical Oceanography primary Orescanin, Mara Naval Postgraduate School 

 Physical Oceanography alternate   

 Shelf & Slope Environment primary Lindholm, James California State University, Monterey Bay 

 Shelf & Slope Environment alternate   

X Social Sciences primary Pomeroy, Carrie University of California, Santa Cruz 

X Social Sciences alternate Scorse, Jason Middlebury Institute of International Studies 

X Water Quality primary Hunt, John University of California, Davis 

 Water Quality alternate   

*Sanctuary Advisory Council Member: Research (Primary) 
†Sanctuary Advisory Council Member: Research (Alternate) 

 
 
RAP Coordinator:  
Erica Burton – Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
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Guests: 
Name Institution 

Behl, Robert Monterey Marine Innovation Project 

Brown, Jennifer ECOS Consulting, LLC 

Carver, Nicholas Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

Cooper, Kacy Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

Crandall, Greg MBNMS Advisory Council 

Freedman, Ryan Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary 

Grady, Katie California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Hellmers, Elizabeth Sustainable Fisheries Division, NMFS / CDFW 

Langroudi, Bahereh M.  

McKinzie, Megan CeNCOOS / Animal Telemetry Network 

Mohn, Libby California Sea Grant Fellow (MBNMS) 

Porter, Robbin Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

Wooninck, Lisa Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
 

 
CONSENT ITEMS 
Introductions/Modifications to the Agenda (Brandon Southall) 
 
HOST PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION  
Update on Biden's Ocean Climate Action Plan (Jason Scorse) 

• Jason provided update on Center for the Blue Economy’s participation in Ocean 
Climate Action Plan (OCAP), including key milestones:  

o Oct 2019: OCAP conference at MIIS 
o Jul 2020: OCAP report published 
o Nov 2021: Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act passes 
o Aug 2022: Inflation Reduction Act passes 
o Mar 2023: Biden launches Ocean Climate Action Plan 

• Related reports include: 
o June 2023: Turning U.S. Ocean Climate Policy Into Action 
o June 2024: Turning the Tide: Biden Administration Leadership on Ocean 

Climate Action & Recommended Next Steps 
 
PRESENTATION REQUESTED BY RAP  
Introduction to White Shark Public Awareness Project for the Central Coast (Jason 
Scorse) 

• Jason provided progress update on project “Monterey Bay White Sharks”  

• Project components include: funding to support white shark research (2023-
2026), public education and awareness, conservation, website (under 
construction). 

• Many suggestions were provided for related education / outreach products, and 
there will be individual follow up contacts directly with Dr. Scorse. 

 
ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE 
Summary of May Advisory Council Meeting (Brandon Southall)  

• For full meeting minutes, see: https://montereybay.noaa.gov/sac/sacma.html 
 

https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/academics/centers-initiatives/center-blue-economy/cbe-news/ocean-climate-action-summit-california
https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/sites/default/files/2023-06/OCAP%20Report_R4_REV_Webview-NoAppendix-6.8.2021.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Ocean-Climate-Action-Plan_Final.pdf
https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/academics/centers-initiatives/center-blue-economy/cbe-news/turning-us-ocean-climate-action
https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/academics/centers-initiatives/center-blue-economy/ocean-climate-action-summit
https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/academics/centers-initiatives/center-blue-economy/ocean-climate-action-summit
https://montereybay.noaa.gov/sac/sacma.html
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Advisory Council’s Kelp Working Group Update (Libby Mohn/Sea Grant Fellow) 

• Libby provided overview of recent work completed by Advisory Council’s kelp 
working group 

• Three sub-working groups were formed including:  
o Education and Outreach  
o Conservation and Policy  
o Research 

• Each sub-working group held one meeting to develop recommendations. 

• Recommendations of the Research sub-working group include: 
o Research the economic, social, and cultural values of healthy kelp forest 

and restoration efforts. 
o Develop a visual, conceptual model of MBNMS kelp forests. 
o Build collaborations among agency, NGO, academic, and community 

participation. Include support for research, restoration, monitoring, and 
management of kelp forests, including evaluating the costs associated 
with different restoration approaches. 

o Locations could be identified using the modeling guidance already 
generated by state-funded projects, and assessing stakeholder needs. 

• Kelp Action Plan is currently being drafted 

• Kelp Action Plan Strategies and Actions will be presented to Advisory Council at 
August meeting 

 
PRESENTATION REQUESTED BY RAP  
Slack workspace: Monterey Bay Marine Research (Brandon Southall)  

• Brandon provided progress update on new subscribers and typical posts 

• RAP is encouraged to use and share the Slack workspace 
o https://bit.ly/mb-marine 

 
QUICK UPDATES ON NEW HIRES AT INSTITUTIONS, AND FACILITY UPDATES  

• No decisions or actions 
 
SUGGESTED FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

• J.Hunt and B.Southall suggested RAP meetings be held in person twice per year 
in 2025 

• Monterey Bay Climate Adaptation Action Network (J.Hunt at September Meeting 
as host, contingent on funding announcement in July) 

• Fishery disaster relief project: Dungeness and rock crab distributions (C.Pomeroy 
at December meeting) 

• Update on red abalone recovery plan (per B.Owens) 

• OPC monitoring recommendations on offshore wind (sponsored by California 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation; per B.Southall) 

• Suggestions from public (Robert Behl) 
o Lessons learned from MBA’s exhibit “Into The Deep”  
o New Naval Innovation Center building at NPS (How might the facility and 

the research/development facilitate local marine science?) 
o Tour of MBARI’s R/V David Packard 



  06.14.24_RAP_summary.docx 

   4 

 
ED RICKETTS AWARD AND LECTURE (RAP MEMBERS ONLY) 
2024 Ricketts Award (Erica Burton and Lisa Wooninck/MBNMS)  

• RAP held closed session to discuss 2024 Ricketts award and lecture 

• ACTION: RAP subcommittee will be formed to review and revise award criteria; 
at least four members volunteered at meeting. 

 
*********************************************************************** 
Future Agenda Items (running list): 

• MBA’s Conservation and Science Program update 

• MPAs as monitors/buffers of climate change (e.g., recent OPC presentation at 
SAC; Micheli’s recent newspaper article)  

• Update on seal bomb issue (requested by J.Scorse) 

• WATER QUALITY UPDATES: 
o Update on nitrogen loading in local watersheds (by Holly Bowers/Ross 

Clark; initially presented March 2022 RAP meeting) 
o Trends in Benthic Community Composition in Monterey Bay: 2001 – 2020; 

20-year time series of water and sediment quality monitoring by CCLEAN 
(requested by J.Hunt) 

• SOCIAL SCIENCE TOPICS 
o Fishery disaster relief project: Dungeness and rock crab distributions (by 

Carrie Pomeroy) – DECEMBER meeting 

• OFFSHORE WIND UPDATES:  
o Future updates on offshore wind energy (requested by J.Scorse) 
o More offshore wind energy and mapping fishing grounds (requested by 

C.Pomeroy) 
o Could include recent “Winds of Change” and/or summary of upcoming 

briefings at CA Coastal Commission, including risk assessment and 
effects of wind deployments on upwelling (Brandon Southall, Grace 
Chang, Kaus Ragukhumar could be speakers) 

• KELP UPDATES: 
o Student Capstone on Human Dimension on kelp restoration at Tankers 

Reef at Monterey and Caspar Cove at Mendocino (suggested by 
C.Pomeroy) 

o Keith Rootsaert (Diving representative on Advisory Council) would like to 
present on kelp restoration efforts 

o CDFW kelp management by Dr. Kristen Elsmore (Brian Owens willing to 
invite) 

• eDNA sampling in proposed Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary 
(Steve Palumbi, Hopkins Marine Station) 

 
 *********************************************************************** 
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2024 RAP Meeting Schedule: 
(Quarterly meetings, 2nd Friday of month) 
 

Date Host / Research Update Location 

March 8 Micheli Virtual Meeting 

June 14 Scorse Virtual Meeting 

September 13 TBD (Hunt) TBD: Virtual or Hybrid 

December 13 Southall / Clark MLML / Hybrid 

 


