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Engages schools in the protection of local watersheds, the ocean and special ocean 
areas like national marine sanctuaries

HANDS-ON projects on school campus 
and/or in the local community

THE OCEAN GUARDIAN SCHOOL PROGRAM…

School communities include teachers, staff, parents, 
partner organizations and surrounding neighborhoods

Through these hands-on projects, 
students experience how they can 
effect real change to help protect the 
health of our marine environments. 



Watershed Restoration
watershed/wetland restoration, 
fish habitat creation, 
shoreline/bank stabilization

Schools propose hands-on projects that connect to one of the 
5 project pathways

Refuse/Reuse/Reduce/Rot/Recycle/
RETHINK
school-wide recycling/composting programs, 
school-wide green purchasing program, zero 
waste lunch programs

Marine Debris
reducing single-use plastics in 
school/community, promoting 
reusable items in local 
community

Schoolyard Habitats/Gardens
creating or improving school 
gardens/schoolyard habitats with an 
emphasis on native plants, low water 
use, rain catchment systems, etc. while 
clearly connecting these activities to the 
health and preservation of the local 
watershed and/or the ocean.

Energy & Ocean Health 
Reducing energy use/carbon 
footprint such as school energy 
audits/carbon footprint 
calculations resulting in energy 
saving plans (i.e., "power down" 
campaign, "no idling" campaign, 
bike to school days, light 
bulb/computer energy saving 
plans, etc.), clean energy 
alternatives (i.e., wind/solar 
projects), tree planting projects. 



Grant award will fund… 
Ø Grants are awarded for up to $4,000 per 

school depending on the level of the 
project and funding year. 

Ø Schools may re-apply for funding for a 
single project for up to 5 successive years. 
Funding steps down in years 4 and 5 to 
encourage project sustainability.  

Ø Schools may submit applications for 
projects that DO NOT require funding.
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Santa Cruz, CA

Project Pathway: Restoration
2014-2019

Community Partner: 
Groundswell Coastal Ecology



9,000 nurdles collected







Correlitos, CA
2016-2019

Project Pathway: 
Schoolyard habitat/garden



Year 1: 
Raised Garden Boxes, Rainwater 

Collection System, Soil Bins, 
Garden Tables, and Orchard



Year 2: 
Orchard Expansion and Native Demonstration Garden



Year 3: 
Oak Woodland





Off Campus Restoration Projects:
Year 1-Del Monte Beach

Year 2-Quarry Park
Year 3-Del Monte Beach



Watsonville, CA

Project Pathway: 6Rs
2016-present







Scotts Valley High School
2018-present

Project Pathway: 
School habitat/garden



Spring 2017
Marine Debris Ocean Stewardship Program: 

an International Pilot Project
Funded by Scotts Valley Rotary Sustainability Committee 

in partnership with NOAA and the Tampa Bay Community Foundation









QUESTIONS?


