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MBNMS SAC At-Large Representative
What we do to connect with our 

constituencies
region’s residents, families, businesses, 

agencies, organizations

Participation in Community and Coalition 
Events

Network

Sanctuary Events

Sanctuary Advisory Council Activities



Community events to connect with constituents

Coastal Cleanup - annual community event 
families, Girl Scout troops, school groups ranging from small 
children to Cal Poly students, tourists, bike riders who pick up 
trash along Highway 1

Community cleanup – July 5th beach cleanup

California King Tides project – annual statewide event



King 
Tide 
Project





Participation in Community and 
Coalition Events

Marine Coast Alliance - coalition formed in response to PG&E seismic 
acoustic testing proposal (grassroots advocates, NGOs)

Marine Interest Group - coalition of stakeholder groups in region 
modeled on the SAC to explore ocean protection options





Northern Chumash Tribal Council - support efforts 
to strengthen environmental protection
-fracking ban
-oppose oil pipeline and proposed depot
-support Carrizo Plains monument protection
-work towards a Chumash Heritage National 

Marine Sanctuary designation 

Participation in Community and Coalition Events





BLM - Piedras Blancas Light Station
Invasive species weed abatement - Boucher 

trail, light station
Scientists’ projects - support and learn 

about Gray Whale count (drones)
northern elephant seal count 

Opportunities to connect with several community 
volunteer groups

FES, Light Station docents, Coastal 
Discovery center docents, Rotary Clubs

Participation in Community and Coalition Events



Participation in Community and Coalition Events

Eco-Rotary Club does weed abatement at Piedras Blancas Light Station



The Marine Mammal Center - 10 years as a 
volunteer marine mammal rescuer on San 
Luis Obispo county beaches participating in 
100’s of  rescues including Southern sea otter 
mother/pup reunions

Friends of  the Elephant Seal – past advisor to 
board, presented The Marine Mammal 
Center information to docents, drafted 
grants and contracts

Participation in Community and Coalition Events



Participation in Community and Coalition Events

Highway 1 traffic controlSouthern Sea Otter pup



NETWORK:
Local Officials and Agencies:

Share information about OPC grants, other funding programs and 
resource for communities, CSDs, counties, regions

Meet with CCSD and SSCSD members to share our information 
and brainstorm about potential resources to support their 
boards on issues of  climate change, water quality, etc. 

Personal friendships with women working at different levels of  
government and agencies sharing insights about our 
personal challenges

Media Contacts
Chambers of  Commerce:

San Simeon Chamber of  Commerce - outreach for SAC 
newsletters and events
Cambria Chamber of  Commerce - outreach for SAC 
newsletters and events



Outreach and interaction with agricultural interest 
groups: 
vGrower-Shipper Association
vFarm Bureau
vAgricultural Commissioner’s office
vAQWA/RCD 
vIWRMP discussions

NETWORK:









The Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve - one of 28 National 
Estuarine Research Reserves. 

Focused interactions with researchers at Elkhorn Slough to try and determine 
what the issues were as they related to agricultural inputs and invasives.

*Review of scientist research and participation in field visits to learn about 
agricultural practices that would reduce the inputs to the slough and 
sanctuary waters





Sanctuary Events
EVENTS:

Coastal Discovery Center Ocean Fair 
Get Into Your Sanctuary day - connect with volunteers from different 

organizations and agencies with Sanctuary focus
Snapshot Day - 16 years annual team leader with variety of  community 

volunteers to gather water samples and test for water quality
Beachcombers - Monthly survey to gather data on area beaches (Morro 

Strand and Moonstone) 
- a great opportunity to educate the public about the sanctuary

collaborative monitoring projects
LiMPETS - Quarterly monitoring and survey of  intertidal area to 

evaluate the health of  California’s intertidal systems.



Snapshot Day 



Get Into Your Sanctuary Day



Working groups - STAR (Sanctuary Tourism and Recreation), review and 
submit area events from Cambria/San Simeon to working group 
news letters

Advocate for the Coastal Discovery Center
Participate in SAC leadership - Executive Committee, various positions

SAC ACTIVITIES: 




