


Cruise Ship Port Call History - Monterey

v Sep 2001 - Terrorist attacks in NY & DC impact domestic cruise ship patterns
v May 2002 – First cruise ship port call to Monterey – STAR PRINCESS
v Feb 2003 - MBNMS SAC recommends MBNMS regulation of CS discharges
v 2003 - Monterey port calls peak with 24 visits by multiple cruise lines
v Trend (2005-2013) – 3-4 visits/year by Celebrity

v Cruise Lines – Celebrity, Royal Caribbean, Princess, Norwegian, H. America,
Quest, Silver Sea, Hapaq Lloyd, Seaborne, Crystal, Oceania 

v Length of vessels ranges between 500 and 1000 feet: Average 750 feet

v Trend (2014-2018) – 7-12 visits/year by multiple cruise lines



Anchorages A and B - Monterey



Cruise Ship Discharge Compliance Enforcement

v Oct 2002 – First round-the-hull & anchor inspections by MBNMS & CDFG

v Sep 2005 – First USCG/MBNMS onboard inspection at Monterey

v Inspection Plan – Random short-notice inspections of visiting cruise ships

v Goal – Raise the bar for environmental compliance within MBNMS

v 2002-2005 – MBNMS reviewed cruise ship discharge logs sent to Monterey City
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• Unscheduled, random Monterey boardings – several per year
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Waste Streams Inspected With Ship’s Environmental Officer



Engine Spaces Inspected With Ship’s Chief Engineer 
& Environmental Officer



Waste Streams Inspected

v Oily Waste

v Black Water (sewage)

v Gray Water (sinks & showers)

v Desal & Water Purification

v Recycled glass/plastics/paper

v Galley Waste

v Laundry & Dry Cleaning

v Pool & Hot Tub Water

v Medical Waste

v Garbage



Federal Penalties For Illegal Discharges



Federal Penalties For Illegal Discharges



v California Clean Coast Act – SB 771 (2005)

v City of Monterey Contract Requirements

State and Municipal Authorities

v Oil Spill Contingency Plan Requirements for Non-Tank Vessels
Title 14 CCR, Sections 825.01-827.02 

v Lempert-Keene-Seastrand Oil Spill Prevention and Response Act (1990)

v CA State Waters No-Discharge Zone - US Clean Water Act Regs (2012)



v Ship agrees to withold all discharges within MBNMS, including (but not limited to) 
gray water, black water, bilge, hazardous waste, solid waste, sludge, and ballast 
waters. Only exception: engine cooling water.

City of Monterey – Key Contract Provisions

v Ship must certify to the City (by phone), immediately upon leaving the boundaries 
of MBNMS, whether or not any discharges occurred within MBNMS during the ship's 
transit to/from Monterey.

v In addition to the notice in bullet 2 above, within 14 days of the ship's departure, 
the ship shall send a written report to the City detailing any discharges that 
occurred. The report can be submitted by fax or email.

v In the event of a discharge, the ship shall 
immediately report location, date, time, 
type of material, volume, and circumstances 
leading to the discharge.
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v Only one MBNMS violation detected in 13 years

Findings



Scott Kathey

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary

99 Pacific Street, Bldg 455A

Monterey, California

Phone: 831-647-4251

Email: scott.kathey@noaa.gov




