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April 11, 2025 

 

Dear Superintendent Wooninck: 

 

In these unsettled times when there is concerning news of past and possible future 

cuts to NOAA programs and budgets, the Sanctuary Advisory Council (SAC) of the 

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary (MBNMS or Sanctuary) is writing to 

reaffirm its full support for the MBNMS. 

 

As you know, the federally-mandated SAC is structured to represent a 

representative cross-section of interests from across the broad coastal geography of 

the MBNMS, including commercial and recreational fisheries, agriculture, tourism, 

business and industry, harbors, diving, recreation, education, research, and 

conservation, as well as communities and other regional, state, and federal 

government offices. 

 

We collectively attest to the tremendous value that the Sanctuary, spanning from 

Marin to San Luis Obispo Counties, provides to the Central Coast region of 

California. 

 

Sometimes referred to as the “Serengeti of the Sea,” the Sanctuary hosts a 

profusion of wildlife such as whales and dolphins, seals and sea lions, sea otters, 

seabirds and shorebirds, and an incredible diversity of fishes, marine invertebrates, 

and seaweeds. These species live in a diversity of critical habitats such as estuaries, 

sandy beaches, rocky shores and tide pools, seagrass meadows and kelp forests, 

deep submarine canyons, seamounts, and the open ocean. Locals and people from 

around California, the United States, and the world visit and are enthralled by this 

wildlife and these natural places, as well as other coastal destinations such as our 

local harbors, the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk & Municipal Wharf, Monterey’s 

Fisherman's Wharf, Cannery Row, and Monterey Bay Aquarium, Big Sur, and 

countless other attractions. The Sanctuary helps protect these resources by 

coordinating research and management actions that safeguard our marine life, 

marine habitats, and our cultural heritage. 

 

By conserving the health of its ecosystems, and helping to advertise how people can 

enjoy these amazing public resources, the Sanctuary supports local businesses and 

adds to the economic value and vitality of the Monterey Bay and Central Coast 

economy. Beach going, whale watching, fishing, diving, and birding are all renowned 



here, and help attract visitors from throughout California and afar. And by 

supporting an expanded scientific understanding of the Sanctuary – by researchers 

at dozens of scientific institutions around the Bay and beyond, and featured in 

Sanctuary visitor centers, science education institutions such as the Monterey Bay 

Aquarium and UCSC’s Seymour Discovery Center, and in K-12, college, and 

university classes – the Sanctuary adds public educational value as well as economic 

value to the region.  

 

Furthermore, the Sanctuary, through its SAC, provides an important venue for 

respectful dialog among representatives of sectors and organizations that do not 

always interact or agree on policy issues. This civic function provides additional 

value to our region, and is more important than ever.  

 

In summary, with its small but dedicated staff, the MBNMS is simply an exemplary 

organization, providing critical resource protection, scientific support and 

coordination, educational programs, and a venue for engaging across representative 

societal interests. All of these functions, in turn, contribute to the environmental, 

social, and economic productivity and sustainability of our special region. The SAC 

enthusiastically supports the MBNMS because of the tremendous value that it 

contributes to the Central Coast and the nation. We respectfully request that you 

share our support and concerns about future funding with Office of National 

Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) Administrator John Armor. 
 

Regards, 

MBNMS Advisory Council 

 

 

 

Pamela Neeb Wade, Chair 

 

Anthony B. Elliot 
Tony Elliot, Vice-Chair 

 

 

Daniel R. Brumbaugh, Secretary 


