
October 13, 2023 
 
Dr. Lisa Woonick, Superintendent​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary  
99 Pacific Street, Bldg. 455A 
Monterey, CA 93940 
 
RE: Support for Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary, NOAA-NOS-2021-0080 
 
Dear Dr. Wooninck, 
​  
As Chair of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council, I am writing to 
communicate our support of the proposed Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary during 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) public comment period on its 
draft management plan, regulations, and environmental review.  
 
Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary would be the fifth national marine sanctuary off 
California and sixth off the continental west coast. Its designation would further complete a chain 
of protection, through national marine sanctuaries, for a region from Point Arena in Mendocino 
County, south to a portion of the Santa Barbara Channel. It would fulfill national marine 
sanctuary program goals by providing many environmental protections, and by facilitating ocean 
research, outreach, and education. It would also support maritime heritage goals by protecting 
sacred Indigenous cultural sites in the region.  
 
We are excited by NOAA’s proposed management collaboration with the federally recognized 
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, to fulfill the objectives of the national marine sanctuary 
program. We also support opportunities for all Tribal organizations and governments, including 
non federally recognized tribes, in the region to have opportunities to collaborate in management 
of the sanctuary, to take advantage of the extensive knowledge and talent that is available to 
further the goals of research, resource protection, and outreach and education in the proposed 
sanctuary. Education and outreach programs conducted by the new sanctuary can help facilitate 
dissemination of Indigenous knowledge and stewardship methods. 
 
We are also supportive of the proposed strategy to collaborate on solution-focused watershed 
activities in urban, agricultural, and rural landscapes to promote healthy conditions for human 
and aquatic resources.  This strategy includes expanding/extending the Agriculture Water Quality 
Alliance from the current MBNMS, to establish a voluntary program to protect water quality and 
maintain productivity of farmlands in watersheds draining to CHNMS. 
 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s national marine sanctuary system provides 
site-specific ocean management to protect biodiversity. Chumash Heritage National Marine 
Sanctuary under NOAA’s preferred agency alternative would include 5,617 square miles of 
waters off 134 miles of coastline between Hazard Canyon Reef to the north, and state waters 
along the entire coast of Gaviota State Park to the south. It would include Rodriguez Seamount, 
Arguello Canyon, Arguello Terrace, and Santa Lucia Bank. Persistent upwelling driven by these 
features, as well as the complex nature of the California Current in this region, feeds wildlife that 



migrate through the other west coast national marine sanctuaries. Chumash Heritage National 
Marine Sanctuary would help to preserve the area’s rich food web in the face of many significant 
anthropogenic impacts. We support providing, in addition to the NOAA preferred agency 
alternative, marine sanctuary protection from the southern boundary of Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary to Hazard Canyon Reef. Until such time, we want to encourage monitoring 
research and protection for vulnerable species in those areas by the appropriate agencies. We 
believe that the electric transmission cables from the offshore wind leases could fall under the 
permitting authority of the sanctuary, and that sanctuary status would provide protection for this 
area from other threats, including offshore oil development. 
 
The ocean provides food, moderation of global temperature, absorption of excess greenhouse 
gasses, and the production of half of earth’s oxygen, and it’s a large piece in the puzzle of how 
we monitor and learn about climate change. The proposed sanctuary is well suited as a laboratory 
for understanding climate change and building resilience through national marine sanctuary 
ecosystem-based management, in concert with Indigenous knowledge and methodologies.  
 
We believe that Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary would fulfill national marine 
sanctuary program goals by promoting resource protection, research, and education and outreach, 
in an area that richly deserves it.  
 
Thank you very much for considering our views. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Pamela Neeb Wade 
Chair 


