UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE

Office of National Marine Sanctuaries

1305 East-West Highway Silver
Spring, Maryland 20910

The Honorable John Laird
Senate District 17

1021 O Street, Room 8720
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Senator Laird:

Enclosed for your consideration, I am forwarding a report from the Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary (NMS) Advisory Council recommending insurance requirements for vessel owners and
creation of a derelict vessel fund to address vessel incidents in the sanctuary.

In October 2022, the Monterey Bay NMS Advisory Council deliberated on the attached subcommittee
report, and voted to approve and send forward the report. Informed by public comment and council
deliberation, the attached report expresses the council’s support for development of legislation that
requires insurance or similar measures for California-based vessels to cover the costs of cleanup,
restoration, and salvage and development of a Derelict Vessel Removal Fund.

The Council is a community-based advisory body established to provide advice and recommendations to
the sanctuary superintendent on issues of relevance for sanctuary management. The Council serves as a
liaison between the residents and visitors of the sanctuary and the staff and management of Monterey
Bay NMS. The opinions and findings of this resolution do not necessarily reflect the position of the
NOAA or any of its subcomponents.

If you have any questions please reach out to Superintendent Lisa Wooninck at

lisa.wooninck(@noaa.gov.

Director

Enclosure: Monterey Bay NMS Advisory Council Vessel Incident Subcommittee
Recommendations approved on October 14, 2022 by the Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary Advisory Council.

cc: The Honorable Gail Pellerin Assemblymember, 28th District
The Honorable Dawn Addis, Assemblymember, 30th District
The Honorable Robert Rivas, Assemblymember, 29th District
Members of the Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee
Members of the Senate Insurance Committee
Lisa Wooninck, Superintendent, Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
Pamela Neeb Wade, Acting Chair, Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council %3 o
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