Voting Members
Brian Melson

Diving, Chair

Dan Haifley

At-Large, Vice-Chair
Sarah Lopez
Agriculture , Secretary
Gary Hoffman
At-Large

Margaret {F.J.) Webb
At-large

Al Budns
Business/Industry
Kathy Fozsmark
Commercial Fishing
Katherine O'Dea
Conservation

Pamela Need Wade
Education

Gary Pezzi
Recreation

Jose Montes
Recreational Fishing
Johin Hunt

Research

Mike Bekker

Tourism

Steve McShane
AMBAG

Dan Carl

CA Copastal Commission
Paul Reilly

CA Dept of Fish and
Wildlife

Karan Mogus
CAEPA

Mark Gold

CA Resources Agency
Brant Marshall

CA State Parks

John Haynes

Harbors

Non-Voting Members
Jacob Winnekaff
College

LCDR Lee Crusius
US Coast Guard
Steven Lindley
Mational Marine Fisheries
Dave Feliz

Elkhom Slough NERR
Chris Mobley

Channel Islands NMS
Maria Brown

Gulf of Farallones NMS
Cordell Bank NMS
Lisa Wooninck
Monterey Bay NM3

Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary Advisory Council

99 Pacific Street, Building 455
Monterey, CA 93940

(831) 647-4201

September 18, 2021

John Armor

NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Mr. Armor:

The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council would like the NOAA ONMS to
reconsider its position on Sanctuary Advisory Council member term limits, specifically to allow
additional terms for members moving from an alternate position to a primary position.

Many of the seats on the Sanctuary Advisory Councils are filled by hard-working volunteers
who have no politics or government experience. The inclusivity of Advisory Council seats is
crucial for representing many constituents who are underserved by governmental process.
Often the initial intimidation of serving in a primary position can be a barrier to entry. Many
Advisory Council members learned the processes and formalities of governance (i.e. Robert’s
Rules, etc.) through their service as alternates, thereby promoting inclusion into the Advisory
Council. With the superintendents continuing oversight with member seat recruitment
opportunities, the quality and connectivity to the communities can remain at the forefront of
candidate selection

Unfortunately, some alternates may find themselves unable to serve in the primary position
for a seat because they have reached their term limit in the alternate position. We have seen
alternate and primary council members term-out concurrently leaving a vacuum in the council
makeup, which denies representation to groups of stakeholders during the recruitment
process.

Allowing alternate council members additional terms when moving into primary positions
would prevent lapses in representation in sanctuary management input and provide a way for
underrepresented communities’ entry via alternate positions without risk of losing the
opportunity of serving as primary in the future.

Thank you for your consideration,

Brian Nelson

Brian Nelson
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council Chair
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