
 
 

Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary Advisory Council 
99 Pacific Street, Building 455 
Monterey, CA 93940 
(831) 647-4201 
 
September 18, 2021          

 
John Armor 
NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries​
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor​
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Mr. Armor:  
 

The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council would like the NOAA ONMS to 
reconsider its position on Sanctuary Advisory Council member term limits, specifically to allow 
additional terms for members moving from an alternate position to a primary position. 

Many of the seats on the Sanctuary Advisory Councils are filled by hard-working volunteers 
who have no politics or government experience. The inclusivity of Advisory Council seats is 
crucial for representing many constituents who are underserved by governmental process. 
Often the initial intimidation of serving in a primary position can be a barrier to entry. Many 
Advisory Council members learned the processes and formalities of governance (i.e. Robert’s 
Rules, etc.) through their service as alternates, thereby promoting inclusion into the Advisory 
Council. With the superintendents continuing oversight with member seat recruitment 
opportunities, the quality and connectivity to the communities can remain at the forefront of 
candidate selection      

Unfortunately, some alternates may find themselves unable to serve in the primary position 
for a seat because they have reached their term limit in the alternate position. We have seen 
alternate and primary council members term-out concurrently leaving a vacuum in the council 
makeup, which denies representation to groups of stakeholders during the recruitment 
process. 

Allowing alternate council members additional terms when moving into primary positions 
would prevent lapses in representation in sanctuary management input and provide a way for 
underrepresented communities’ entry via alternate positions without risk of losing the 
opportunity of serving as primary in the future. 

 
Thank you for your consideration, 

Brian Nelson  
Brian Nelson 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council Chair 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


