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Sanctuary Advisory Council 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
99 Pacific Street, Building 455E 
Monterey, CA 93940 
(831) 647-4201 
 
 

President Eduardo Ochoa 
Office of the President 
California State University Monterey Bay 
Administrative Building #1 
3047 Divarty Street 
Seaside, CA 93950 
 
RE: Support for the proposed CSUMB science building and Sanctuary home 
office 
 
Dear President Ochoa: 
 
On behalf of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council, 
I am writing to express enthusiastic support for the proposed new science 
building on the California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) campus 
to include the home office for Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
(MBNMS). CSUMB and MBNMS have a unique and special opportunity for 
co-locating.  We believe there are significant benefits to both institutions, 
including a permanent home for the main MBNMS office immediately 
adjacent to research laboratories, teaching spaces, and faculty offices of the 
CSUMB Marine Science program; MBNMS utilizing the considerable 
resources of a university campus, including fast and reliable internet access, 
student interns and volunteers, audio/visual conferencing capabilities, and 
meeting facilities capable of accommodating regular meetings with the public, 
the Sanctuary’s Research Activity Panel and the Sanctuary Advisory Council.  
 
With Marine Science as one of its flagship programs, CSUMB has had a 
strong and collaborative relationship with the MBNMS office since the 
founding of the University in 1994. We anticipate many new productive 
collaborations as MBNMS staff interact more closely with CSUMB faculty, 
staff, and students. Both institutions work at the interface of science, policy, 
and education in the Monterey Bay region, engaging a wide variety of 
stakeholders in the on-going process of better understanding and managing the 
unique environments of the region from watersheds to ocean depths. 
 
There are multiple examples of successful university-federal agency 
campus collaborations including Cal Tech with NASA, UC Davis with 
USDA, and UC San Diego and UC Santa Barbara with NOAA Fisheries. 

The Advisory Council is composed of 21 federally appointed representatives from government agencies, local institutions, and user groups concerned with the resources of the Monterey 
Bay National Marine Sanctuary.  The Council advises the Sanctuary Superintendent on matters of policy and provides a link between the community and Sanctuary management. 
 

“The council is an advisory body to the Sanctuary Superintendent. The opinions and findings of this publication do not necessarily reflect the position of the 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.” 



The location of the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary office on the UC Santa Barbara campus 
has resulted in a very successful collaboration. A permanent home for MBNMS’s offices adjacent to 
CSUMB’s widely recognized Marine Science program, Business School, Watershed Institute, and other 
departments will support each of the Sanctuary’s major program areas of Research, Education and 
Outreach, and Resource Protection, while strengthening CSUMB’s academic programs by providing 
significant opportunities for students and faculty. 
 
We appreciate this opportunity to convey our support for a new CSUMB science building and home 
office for the Sanctuary.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Brian Nelson 
Chair, Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 
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